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Trying Times of the Chinese in 
Southern Oregon 


Fletcher Linn spoke of the 
Chinese Boss Gin Lin's 
mining operation above 
Jacksonville: “The work done 
by those huge hydraulic 
giants, was really amazing. 
The clean up, was the largest 
of its kind that | ever saw, and 
the Chinese workers were 
carrying out the gold in 
bucket’s full. All ‘Gin’ would 
say as he glanced at the 
buckets and then at father 
was ‘pretty good, cousin, 
pretty good *.” 


white man’s land. The whites 
resented the Chinese for 
hoarding their money and 
sending it back to China. The 
following letter = written 
February 1868 by W. H. 
Parker upon, “the request of 
many citizens,” showed how 
the white men felt: “Where is 
Our money going to? That is 
the question. It is taken back 
to China. That's what's the 
matter! This country, to gain 
which cost the life of many a 
brave pioneer, is now being 
rapidly overcome by the—l 
was going to say—last of 
creation. How often we hear 
it said that so long as our 
miners prosper our country is 
blithesome. But, alas, the 
Celestials have turned mirth 
into gravity, they have 
fleeced our country of its 
shining diamonds—its 
glittering wealth. Let us 
investigate this matter for a 
moment. 

“Mines that average three 
hands per claim are now 
worked by an average of ten 
Chinamen. Suppose them to 
be five dollar diggings, the 
former would take out $15 
per day, which is all left 
among us, while the latter 
would extract fifty dollars per 
day—at least $47.50 of which 
is sent to China—simply that 
much money lost to the 
country; now suppose there 
to be thirty claims in one 


mining camp with a daily yield 
of fifty dollars to each 
claim—aggregate yield 
$1,500 for one camp; 
suppose there to be fifty 
mining camps in this country, 
we would have a total yield of 
$75,000 per day at $1,950.00 
per month subtract about 
$100 from this for “licee” and 
we have $1,949.00 sent from 
this country to China every 
month. Is it not startling? 
“Chinamen do all their own 
work, raise all their own 
vegetables, deprive needful 
white women of washing and 
drive white cooks from the 
kitchen. The Laws of Oregon 
prohibit slavery, yet a majority 
of Chinamen are slaves. In 
view of these facts we 
earnestly entreat the 
Legislature of this State to 
repeal the four dollar law and 
to pass one _ taxing all 
Chinamen $16 per month. If 
something of this kind is not 
done for us we might as well 
cover up our faces and say 
amen. Written by the request 
of many citizens. Yours 
respectfully W. H. Parker 
Willow Springs, Ore.” 
Jacksonville had its own 
China town built of 
ramshackle, shacks and 
lean-too wooden buildings 
slammed against each other. 
These small houses were 
home to as many Chinese as 
could lay on the floors at 


In the early 1800's, the 
Chinese came to the United 
States under contract to 
mine for gold. They first 
arrived in California, then 
when the gold began to run 
out, and a big strike was 
found at Jacksonville, 
Oregon, the Chinese 
migrated there. By 1862, 
there were two to three 
hundred new Chinese 
working the banks of the 
Rogue River near Rock 
Point. They were making 
from fifty cents to one dollar 
per day. The Chinese worked 
the diggings above 
Jacksonville on Jackass 
Creek which had _ been 
abandoned by the white 
miners. With more careful 
digging they usually found 


Chinese were 
unwelcome sojourners in the 
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their own laundries, opium: 
dens, prostitutes, and food 
shops. They did not frequent 
the businesses at) 
Jacksonville. In addition, they 
buried their comrades then 
when they returned to China 
they would dig up the bones, 


night. The Chinese also had| 


scrape them and put them in 
boxes to take back to their’ 
country. It was their belief the. 
spirit would not rest unless it 
was buried in its own country. 
| White Men Battling the 
Chinese 

George Bowen, made a 
living out of robbing the 
Chinese near Jacksonville. In 
1859, Bowen, and his gang of 
cronies, attacked a group of 
Chinese. The Chinese | 
resisted and Bowen killed 
one of them. The Chinese 
over powered Bowen and 
sewed him up in a blanket 
while his partners escaped. 
They carried Bowen to 
Jacksonville where he was 
tried and found guilty of 
murder in the ist degree. 


Bowen was sentenced to be||killing 


hanged on February 19, 
1860. The gallows was built 
and the coffin made ready. 
Bowen's attorney made an 
application to the Supreme 
Court on a writ of error. The 
Supreme Court ruled against 
the writ with the following! 
statement: “January 3, 1860! 


... proceed to the effect the|;supposed to have been the 
said||last act Bowen committed 


final execution of 


judgment on a day not less 
than 30 nor more than 60.” 
Bowen's friends raised a 
ruckus. They didn’t think a 
white man should hang for 


odds with each other. A few: 


| of the companies were based_ 
in San Francisco. Several, 
Chinese companies bought) 
abandoned and other claims: 
from white miners’ of 
Poormans, Sterling, Jackson’ 
|and Little Applegate creeks, 
all south and south west of, 
Jacksonville, Oregon. 

A major rift between the 
‘Gee Company’ and the 
‘Wong Company’ occurred, 
on the Applegate. One of the’ 
Gee workers, Loy Shing, a/ 
cook, was accused of killing | 
Wing Chow on April 10,! 
1871. Twenty-eight-year-old : 
Wing Chow had been found, 
dead on the road to Buncom| 
pulled the trigger of his||near the Little Applegate. 
double barreled shot-gun and|}; Chow had been hit in the’ 
killed the half-breed. He fired; |mouth with such a violent. 
again and Bowen was killed|iblow his teeth had been 
instantly. The sheriff;|Knocked out and his jaw, 
searched Bowen's body anil broke. On his person he had | 
found, “a rope to strangle||$8.87 in gold dust and silver) 
Chinamen, six ounces in gold||coins. The coroner reported | 
dust, a silver watch, and aj|jthat the wound in Chow's, 


killing a Chinese. The 
governor gave an extension 
of time for a petition of 
signatures. A month later, 
enough signatures were 
gathered to persuade the 
governor to change Bowen's 
sentence to life in prison. 
Bowen was received a Salem 
March 20, 1860. A year later, 
on March 19, 1861, Bowen || 
escaped. 

Deputy Sheriff Morris of Del 
Norte County came upon the 
camp of Bowen and his half- 
breed partner near Happy 
Camp, California. When the 
two men saw the sheriff, they 
both drew their guns. Before 
they could shoot, the sheriff 


pair of revolvers.” The}|mouth seemed to have been 
Oregon Sentinel reported the;|made with a hooked 
and added: “All||/instrument such as a miner's; 


Chinadom and every decent 
white man will rejoice to hear 
that the wretch has at last 
met his death.” 

A few weeks after Bowen’s 
death, a murdered Chinese 


| pick. Two Chinese witnesses} 
claimed they had seen Shing! 
fighting with Chow and| 
leaving the scene with a nicl 
on his shoulders. They also 
claimed Shing had 


|man was found on||threatened to kill some of the; 
{Democratic Gulch inj|}company of which Chow. 
‘Althouse. His death was!|belonged. 


| 


The case had a strange. 
twist because another, 
Chinese man named Gui Lim 
disappeared the same day 
Chow was supposed to have 
been murdered. Lim) 
disappeared while walking | 


before he was killed. 
Chinese Wars 
Some of the Chinese had 
their own gangs or 
“companies” that were at 


from Poormans Creek to the 
Applegate. It was thought the 
Gee Company had 
kidnapped Lim to keep him 
from testifying in the Loy 
Shing case. 

Shing was jailed and the 
Wong company offered a 
reward for the recovery of the 
missing Gui Lim. They said 
they would pay $500 if he 
was found alive and $400 if 
he was found dead. The trial 
got underway, but the where- 
about of Lim remained a 
mystery. 

Sixty-three witnesses were 
called including 35 Chinese. 
Some of the Chinese were 
under the petition of Won 
Yack who was the Chinese 
agent of the witnesses for the 
prosecution. Some of the 
non-Chinese witnesses for 
the defendant included: the 
Negro, Albert Johnson, and 
Indians, Billy, Sambo, Lucy, 
Ellen, Minna, Lizzy, Cecelia, 
and Jim Stonwall. Many 
businessmen of Jacksonville 
were called by the state 
including the local town 
barber, Charles Blockwell, 
and Ed Owen the telegraph 
operator. Owen was required 
to bring a copy of “all 
telegraphic communications 
that had passed between the 
Gee Company of 
Jacksonville and the same 
company of San Francisco, in 
relation to the Gee Company 
killing of a part of the Wong 
company.” 

The trial was continued as 
the defense filed objections. 
Two Chinese witnesses who 
claimed to have been at the 


murder site the day of the 
killing were found to be lying. 
One witness who claimed 
that Shing had paid him to be 
quiet about the murder was 
found to be lying. Even 
Shing’s interpreter was found 
guilty of prejudice and false 
testimony. Shing’s attorney 
was able to prove there was 
a conspiracy against him. 
During the trial a hunter found 
the head of a Chinese man in 
the Applegate mountains. It 
had been dug up by coyotes 
and it was thought to belong 
to the missing Lim. Even with 
all their unscrupulous tactics, 
the Wong company could not 
provide enough evidence to 
convict Shing. In November, 
Shing was found not guilty 
and all charges were 
dropped. 

Shortly after this time the 
white miners began _ to 
complain bitterly about the 
Chinese. The miners had a 
meeting on Jackass Creek to 
discuss the Chinese problem. 
The miners claimed that as 
far back as 1853, the 
Chinese workers had been 
robbing sluice-boxes, first in 
Josephine County, then on 
Jackson Creek. The miners 
further claimed that the 
Chinese even stole from 
each other and had to have 
guards at their own diggings. 
The whites believed that no 
Mongolian or foreigner who 
would not declare his 
intentions to become a citizen 
should be hired by a white 
man to work a claim. 

Because of the serious 
complaints of the white 


miners a law was passed in 
the Jackass and Poormans 
creek district that read: “No 
Mongolian or alien who has 
not declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the 
United States shall ever hold 
or work any mining claim in 
this district.” 

A rumor spread that an 
organized group of white men 
on Jackass Creek planned to 
run the Chinese off the creek. 
However, their efforts were 
met with resistant. The whites 
and Chinese began jumping 
each others claims. One of 
the first cases was reported 
January 1876 when Aaron 
Klise said a Chinese 
company had jumped his 
claim on Poormans Creek. 
Klise and two other men went 
to the claim and when a 
Chinese man started to raise 
the gate of the reservoir, 
Klise put his foot on it. The 
Chinese man raised his pick 
and struck at Klise. Although 
a warrant was filed against 
the three white men they won 
the verdict. 

The next month, three 
Chinese men, Lin, Oh Chow 
and Chow's brother, Gen 
Chow, went to Jacksonville to 
apply for citizenship so they 
could own mining claims. Oh 
Chow was the Chinese 
counselor of the Chinese in 
Southern Oregon. Chow's 
head was shaved nearly to 
the center of his head and he 
had a long cue hanging down 
his back. The three Chinese 
were dressed in their finest 
costumes. Even the court 
was impressed with their 
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municipal authorities will not 
do anything to regulate or 
abate this worse than 
pestilence, we would much 
rather have no corporation. It 
used to be very unhealthy for 
Chinese dens in the middle of 
town before we became 
municipalized. Now the town 
protects them.” - 

A city ordinance was 
passed in 1880 prohibiting 
the operation of opium dens. 
The Chinese spent on 
average $150 a year for 
opium and they would do 
without food in order to have 
it. The white man’s law did 
not stop the Chinese from 
indulging in their habit and it 
was not against the law to 
smoke opium in their own 
residence. 

The newspaper continued 
its notice of the opium 
business: “We learn that 
there are still some white 
persons in the community 
who indulge in the habit of 
smoking opium  in_ the 
Chinese dens. As there is an 
ordinance against this vice, 
they are in danger of being 
arrested and exposed 
publicly just the same as the 
celestial was last Monday. If 
they have any respect left for 
themselves they should 
strenuously endeavor to 
overcome this most 
degrading habit, which will 
ultimately prove their ruin.” 

Marshall Curtis arrested a 
Chinese woman named 
Mary, for “keeping a bawdy 
house.” She was fined $25 
plus court costs. She did not 
have the money and had to 


identified Alex Enyart as the 
man who shot Gee Chow and 
he said Weaver and Manville 
were present, but the fourth 
man was in the shadows and 
he could not identify him. The 
jury found that Gee Chow 
had come to his death, “by 
means of unknown person or 
persons.” There was no 
sufficient evidence to convict 
anyone. 

Oh Chow stayed in the 
Jacksonville area and mined 
until the late 1880's, Then he 
went to Roseburg to take a 
contract on the railroad 
extension. He was the boss 
of 200 Chinese railroad 
workers. 

Bawdy Houses & Opium 

Dens 

China town had its own 
opium dens and bawdy 
houses in Jacksonville which 
were frequented by both 
Chinese and whites. 

The activities occurring at 
China town were attacked by 
a letter in the Democratic 
Times: “We mention it as a 
fact, not to be proud of by any 
means that many of the old 
shanties in town are filling up 
with §Chinese—detestable 
wretches of both sexes with 
their filth and depravity—near 
the business center of the 
corporation. We think the city 
fathers should be able to 
keep these bawdy houses 
back as far as the outskirts of 
town anyway. Almost anyone 
compelled to pass along the 
sidewalks in front of their 
residences could testify to the 
whole kit of them begin an 
intolerable nuisance. If the 


appearance. However, 
because of a technicality in 
the working of the citizenship 
law, the Chinese were turned 
down. 

A year later, the Chows 
were still mining on Jackass 
Creek. The evening of March 
24, 1877, they were relaxing 
in their cabin and Gee Chow 
lay down on the bed because 
he didn't feel well. Oh Chow 
and friends, Yoake and 
Doong were sitting by the fire. 
They heard noises outside, 
then a bullet went through the 
cabin and hit the relaxing 
Gee Chow. Doong and Oh 
Chow looked out the window 
and saw four men. Doong 
blew the horn for help and the 
men disappeared. Oh Chow 
went to town for the doctor, 
but by the time the doctor 
arrived, Gee Chow was dead. 

Chow had been killed with a 
heavy muzzle-loader. The 
only men on the creek to own 
such weapons were Dave 
Pence and Louis Geary. 
Pence admitted he had a 
such a gun, but he said he 
had loaned his gun to Oliver 
Weaver. Geary claimed that 
he let Alex Enyart borrow his 
gun because he wanted to go 
hunting. : 

This murder brought about 
a long trial where nearly 
every man in the Applegate 
District was questioned. Oh 
Chow testified that he had 
seen and could identify, the 
four men who were outside 
the cabin that night. He 
] named, Oliver Weaver, 

Edward Manville, James 
Hart, and Alex Enyart. Doong 


remain in jail. Mary was! 
described as having inch long| 
fingernails and said to wear} 
wide pantaloons that covered 
her “thin ankles that were! 
about the size of Robbins.” 
Gin Lin Boss Man 

Gin Lin came from China as 
a Chinese boss who 
contracted the ‘coolies’ to! . 
mine for gold. Lin was}; Gin Lin 
described as a “robust ceeded 
character with short hair and|/joregon. 
without the shaven head and| {Historical 
long braided cue of his| (Sou *'". 
countrymen. “ Lin was a man 
in control of most situations! 
and he was_ extremely: 
successful at gold mining. He, 
was treated with respect by. 
the whites and looked upon 
as a leader of his race. 

Lin bought mining claims in 
the early 1860's on Jackassj| million dollars in the bank. 


Creek near other Chinese!) in worked in the Southern 
miners. When the Chinese |Oregon for 30 years. He 


purchased the claims of white|| -eturned to China in 1894 
men they usually bought ‘al and died June 1, 1897. It was 


cabins, sluice boxes and||rumored he was robbed and 
tools. The Chinese dugj|that he was broke when he 
hundreds of miles of water died. However, he still had 
ditches along the hills and_ mining claims in Jackson 
jgullies = of the  upper)|County which was sold at a 
|Applegate Valley. Lin! | private sale. Lin’s son, Gin 
became successful enough |wye, was listed as his next of 
to set up a_ hydraulic;/Kin The estate money went 
operation. In April 1878 : to pay for “funeral charges, 


1871, White city Archives. 
Commissioners Journal Vol. 3 pg. 4. 
State vs Loy Shing, box 5 file 30, 
Justice Archives, Medford, OR. 
Commissioner's Journal 1871-1875 
pg. 188 & 354. Democratic Times, 
September 23, 1871. Circuit court 
records Vol. 3, November 18, 1871. 
Mining Laws, Verne Blue, Oregon 
Historical Quarterly Vol. 28h, 
Democratic Times, January 14, 21, 
1876. Ashland Tidings, June 24, July 8, 
1876. Circuit Court records, June 28, 
1876 Vol. 3. Democratic Times, 
November 16, 1876. Oregon Sentinel 
March 3, 1876, January, 21, 31, April 
27, 1877. Coroner's report, March 24, 
1877. Ordinances of the Town of 
Jacksonville 1860-1886 compiled by J. 
H. Huffer, recorder. Democratic times, 
January 13, 1882. Oregon Sentinel, 
December 8, May 19, 1880. January 
14, 1882. Fletcher Linn’s Memories on 
file Southern Oregon Historical Society 
Mining book #1 pg. 69, 221, 349. At 
Buncom, filed & recorded September 
28, 1864, Jackson County Courthouse. 
Democratic Times May 1, June 28, 
August 7, 1878. Oregon Sentinel April 


was said to have been||expenses of administration 
making over $100 a day in his|| and claims against the estate 
Applegate mines. In May the and allowance to the family.” 
reported clean-up after a 24|| References 


day’s run, was said to be 134 | Jackson County court records, January 


ounces of gold dust. In June, ik 1860. Great Register of Convicts. 

'|RGP2m 6A-24, pg. 8-9, 1860, Oregon 
he cleaned-up $2,000. |State Archives. Circuit Court 
Lin took his gold to C, C, jrecords,Vol. 1 pgs. 40, 73, 105. 


‘ H 7, 1860. 3, July 3, 1878. Table Rock Sentinel, 
epee bans if, Bice Scere eee 1861,||December 1987, Gin Lin and the 
Jacksonville. It WAS | | Mineral & Water rights Vol. 1, Jackson} |Mountain of Gold by Chuck Sweet. 


estimated he deposited over | County courthouse. Coroner report, || Probate Journal vol. 11, 1869-1899. 
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Budget Cuts Again 

We are faced with another budget cut in our 
next fiscal year. The budget meeting with 
the Jackson County Commissioners will be 
held April 24, 10:30 am in the Jackson 
County Courthouse. We are. asking 


Correspondence 

Letters written to us looking for information 
on the following families: E. A. Hildreth, 
Thomas Kentner, Emma Mervyna Kenney, 
W. G. T’Vault. 

If you have any information on these 
families, please contact Barbara Hegne at 
the museum. 

A “Hero” button from the _ Historic 
Preservation Office was mailed to our 


everyone to attend this important meeting 
and support your historical society. 

Our budget has been cut every year for the 
past three years and now with more cuts, it 


will mean staff cuts and hours open limited. 
Besides operating the second 


largest 
museum and artifact collection, we are 
responsible for the care and upkeep of the 
famous Wood House on Highway 62 and 
the pioneer Antelope Cemetery on Riley 
Road. 

We have made several cuts already and 
one is our FAX line. If you need to contact 
us, please use the phone or internet. 
Please keep up your membership which is 
still a bargain at $7.50 a single membership 
a year. 

Join us on April 24. 


Wood House 
Skip and Charlotte Geear are still helping 
with the weeding and general care of our 
famous house. 

We hope you have noticed the blooming 
daffodils in the front of the house. They 
didn't last too long as people picked them 
right away. Skip has planted flowers in 
the flower boxes to keep the grounds 
looking bright and cheerful. 


Comments from our visitors 

“Smells nice.” “Seeing our past gives us 
root & direction to out future.” “Charming.” 
“Great! Best we have seen in a long 
time,” “Very nice.” “Good Job.” “Get's 


better every year.” “Beautiful.” “Had a 
great time.” “Lovely.” “:So much here! 
Thank you.” “My grandpa’s safe looks 
great.” “Very cool.” “Wonderful display.” 
“Always interesting.” “Looks great.” 
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museum for “100 percent, above and 
beyond the call of duty, “Pioneer Cemetery 
Hero.” This award is for our “good work” is 
getting the Mathews Cemetery listed with 
the Oregon Pioneer Cemetery Commission. 
We are still working on saving this cemetery 
which was established in 1857 and is 
located on a knoll just off Highway 62. We 
will keep everyone informed of our progress. 


Volunteer News 


thank you to Virginia Cutler and Inita 
Kaiser for keeping the museum open 
Saturday March 8 for a special group from 
Shady Cove. 

Hats off to Ken Beebe and crew of Beebe 
Farms for pruning our roses and providing 
us with Round Up for the weeds. 

We have received a grant from the Oregon 
Heritage commission for $222.15. Our 
plans for this grant is to install a new 
sprinkler system to replace our leaky one. 
Kurt Berger has resigned from our board 
because of an increase in business and 
work. We thank Kurt for his service to our 
organization. Dale Diebold, our board 
alternate will take Kurt’s place. Our new 
election of officers will be in June. If you 
would like to run for our board, please 
contact the museum office, 826.4166 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society regular meetings are 
held the third Monday of each 
month at 7 PM. The public is 


invited. 
Barbara Hegne hip: 
Editor, Publisher & curator since aaah 
1990. Send letters, comments & Single $7.50 
suggestions to: P. O. Box 201, Husband & Wife $12.50 
Eagle Point Or 97524 Business $10 _ 
Lifetime $100 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 


Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


Board members 
Walt Helgedalen, President 
Skip Geear, Vice-President 
Lynn Helgedalen, Treasurer 
Dale Diebold, Secretary 
John Niemeyer, Board 
Don Reynolds, Board, 
Mary Anne Miller, Board 
Patty Stansell, Board Alternate 
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